IDEALISTIC   THOUGHT   OF   INDIA
reason or thought belongs is the basic philosophical principle, he
will naturally be an idealist. What is therefore required in order
to be an idealist is not merely an explanation in terms of an ideal
scheme prepared beforehand, but the readiness to make it con-
sistent with facts and at the same time with itself, that is, the
readiness to modify it in face of facts and make its application
thoroughgoing without the fear of following wherever the argu-
ment leads.
Let us see what Alexander does. He starts with space-time as
the matrix of the world, and maintains that matter, life, mind,
deity, etc., are qualities that emerge out of it. Evidently, he tries
to understand the higher in terms of the lower. But when the
question is raised: How can pure life-less space-time be the
source of mind, life and deity?, we may have to attribute to
space-time properties which we do not usually associate with it.
And when the attribution is made, it ceases to be ordinary space-
time. Alexander has objection to start with spirit, for the reason
that pure spirit cannot out of itself produce matter. Scientific
reason works only in terms of causality; and that cannot be
understood if the start is made with spirit. But is the same
reason satisfied if the start is made with space-time ? And when
once the start is made, is not our idea of space-time to be modified
so as to include the ideas of life and mind as well ? Pure space-time,
even if there were such, would never change into something else;
it is only our idea of space-time that can be changed. And this
change in our idea may lead to any result, the final result being
absolutism. But when this change is introduced into our idea, can
it still be the original idea? If the realist is prepared to solve this
question satisfactorily, he has to turn idealist. For reality would
then be such as to comprise within itself matter, life, mind, etc*,
in some intimate union. As it must be continuous with mind as
with other things, and as the essential nature of mind is conscious-
ness, reality must somehow be conscious also. Is the realist pre-
pared to accept this conclusion? Even if we apply the concept of
evolution to our philosophical principle, our contention stands.
For if space-time does not contain the higher qualities potentially
within itself, these qualities cannot come out of it. We may not
hold the box-within-a-box theory. But whatever be the nature of
this potentiality, if it is there, space-time is not pure space-time,
And if it possesses the freedom of creation and foresight, it can
hardly be different from mind.
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